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Site Prepared for Grand Rapids Center Con~truction 
Hundreds of enthusiastic 
well-wishers attended ground-
breaking ceremonies for Grand 
valley's Grand Rapids Center 
held on June 5. President 
Lubbers served as Master of 
Ceremonies and Governor 
Blanchard keynoted the event. 
The ceremony began on a note 
of symbolism when the final 
contingent of a relay team of 
runners arrived carrying a 
"Torch of Knowledge" from the 
Allendale campus. The 
President thanked the citizens 
of west Michigan as well as 
the Governor and the state 
legislature for helping to 
make the Grand Rap i ds Center 
possible. "Thanks to all of 
you," he said, "we are 
embarking on the largest 
building project in our short 
history." Lubbers also 
reported on the progress of 
the Grand Design Capital 
Campaign which was launched 
last November to raise $6.1 
million for the Grand Rapids 
Center project. "We're into 
our largest private fund-
raising drive ever and we've 
passed the halfway point," he 
said. "We now have $3,198,758 
in hand." 
Governor Blanchard lauded 
the people of west Michigan 
and Grand Valley for rising to 
meet Michigan's challenge for 
the future. "For Michigan to 
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out-perform foreign compe-
tition, we need brain power," 
the Governor said. "We need 
ideas, people, and human 
investment. Grand valley 
represents that kind of an 
investment. This new Grand 
Rapids Center adds a new 
dimension to higher education 
in the Grand Rapids area and a 
new dimension to the state of 
Michigan." 
other guest speakers at the 
ground-breaking ceremonies 
were Michigan State Represen-
tative Thomas Mathieu, Grand 
Rapids Mayor Gerald Helmholdt, 
Kent County Commission Chair-
person Margaret Byington, and 
Glenn Walters, chairman of 
GVSC's Grand Rapids Center 
campaign. 
Immediately following the 
ground-breaking, led by 
Lubbers and Blanchard, 
thousands of red, white, and 
blue balloons were released. 
The festivities concluded with 
a picnic lunch for invited 
guests. 
Construction equipment will 
begin excavation at the site 
this month. The nine-story 
building is scheduled for 
completion in early 1988. 
D.J. Angus Ready to Navigate 
Dozens of Grand Valley 
faculty and staff attended 
a special open house held on 
June 6 aboard the college's 
new research vessel, the D.J. 
Angus. The boat, which was 
custom-built for Grand Valley 
in Bay City, measures 45 feet 
in length, has a beam of 
14 1/2 feet, is constructed of 
steel, and is powered by a 154 
horse-powered diesel engine. 
The boat will be used as a 
floating laboratory to teach 
area educators and students 
about west Michigan's water-
ways. Equipment on board 
includes two winches, one for 
combing the lake sub-surface 
and the other for collecting 
bottom samples. The boat also 
contains two depth sounders, 
radar equipment, a long-range 
navigational system, and 
various sampling gear. 
Leonard Lamb, a Grand Haven 
businessman who served as 
captain of Grand Valley's 
first research vessel, the 
Angus, will also captain the 
new boat. 
Minority Students to Work 
With Area Business 
Eighteen students from both 
the eastern and western sides 
of the state will benefit from 
on~ of the first programs to 
be offered through Grand 
Valley's Minority Business 
Education Center. The minor-
ity students, who will be 
freshman business students at 
GVSC next fall, will be work-
ing this summer with mentors 
in various businesses in the 
Grand Rapids and Detroit area. 
Don Williams, Director of 
the Minority Business Educa-
tion Center, says, "Role 
modeling and mentorship are as 
important as classroom educa-
tion for minority and disad-
vantaged students. They need 
this kind of support to pre-
pare for the business world." 
Williams says he has been 
working with high school 
counselors and teachers as 
well as directly with minority 
students to select partici-
pants for the pilot program. 
"I'm impressed with the 
caliber of students who are 
interested in a business 
education and with their 
enthusiasm to begin working 
before they embark on their 
college classroom studies," 
Williams says. Prospective 
(Continued on page 2) 
Across Campus 
Health Care Management 
Meetings Scheduled 
A representative from Health 
Management Services (HMS) will 
hold informational sessions for 
employees on Tuesday, June 17, 
and Wednesday, June 25. The 
sessions will be identical. 
The June 17 meetings are 
scheduled from 11 a.m. to 12 
noon and from 12 noon to 
1 p.m. in the Portside Room in 
Kirkhof Center. The June 25 
sessions will be held from 
12 noon to 1 p.m. and from 
1 to 2 p.m. in Room 122, Lake 
Huron Hall. 
The Personnel Office has 
sent employees covered under 
the Equitable health plan 
detailed information on HMS 
along with new insurance 
identification cards. If you 
have not received the infor-
mation, or if you have ques-
tions, contact the Personnel 
Office, ext. 3215. 
Open enrollment for Equi-
table and the college's two 
HMO's has been scheduled for 
July, to give employees the 
opportunity to select an 
alternate health care plan. 
Open enrollment will also take 
place in December. 
Minority Students to Work 
With Area Business 
(Cont;nued from page 1) 
employers interviewed eligible 
students recently and the 
students were told which firms 
had selected them at a special 
luncheon held at GVSC on 
June 5. 
The students will work 40 
hours per week throughout the 
summer. If their work is 
satisfactory, they will be 
invited to continue working at 
the same firm each summer 
and/or part-time throughout 
the school year. The same 
mentor within the company will 
continue in that capacity 
throughout the student's 
college career. 
Williams says the students 
will begin at entry level 
positions but will advance to 
greater areas of responsi-
bility as their expertise 
develops. 
Following is a list of 
participating firms: 
Grand Rapids Area 
Ernst & Whinney, Inc. 
Grand Rapids Press 
Grant Thornton, Accounting & 
Management Consultants 
Herman Miller, Inc. 
Seidman & Seidman - B.D.O. 
Steelcase Corp. 
Detroit Area 
Barfield Manufacturing, Inc. 
First Independent Bank of 
Detroit 
Regal Plastics, Inc. 
The Minority Business 
Education Center was 
established within the Seidman 
school of Business last fall. 
Its purpose is to acquaint 
minority business students 
with the opportunities that 
exist for them, to build more 
business internship oppor-
tunities for minority 
students, and to encourage 
interaction between minority 
business people and high 
school counselors who work 
with minority students. 
Bookstore to Close 
For Inventory 
page 2 
The Main Deck bookstore and 
the Laker Landing Concession 
will be closed all day on 
Friday, June 27, for the 
annual year-end inventory. 
The bookstore must receive 
IDC orders to be processed 
this fiscal year by 4:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, June 24. The 
bookstore will reopen for 
business at 8:30 a.m. on 
Monday, June 30. 
Faculty Sketches 
Thomas Beck, varsity foot-
ball coach, was the featured 
speaker at the Creston High 
School and Wyoming Park High 
School spring all-sports 
banquets. He spoke on "The 
Keys to a More Productive and 
Successful Life: Attitude, 
Motivation, and Goal-Setting." 
Both banquets were held the 
last week of May. 
Eric Panitz, associate pro-
fessor of marketing, recently 
chaired the planning session 
at the 1986 International Stu-
dent American Marketing Asso-
ciation meeting in Chicago. 
Panitz also served as a 
session chair in the health 
care section of the 1986 
Midwest Decision Sciences 
Institute meeting, called 
"Strategic Issues in Health 
Services." He was a paper 
discussant in the section on 
"Perspectives on International 
Management." 
Job Openings 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Secretary, Part-time, 
International Studies 
Institute. $6.45-$7.76. 
For more information, call 
Personnel, ext. 3215. 
